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MEMBERSHIP 
REQUIREMENTS & 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
Membership within Living Word Baptist Church is first predicated on one 

becoming a genuine follower of Jesus Christ through having responded by faith 
by the drawing of the Holy Spirit to the message of the gospel. 

MEMBERSHIP RESPONSIBILITIES 
Membership within a local church carries both privileges and responsibilities.  Members 
of the church are held accountable to the responsibilities of general Christian obligations.  
These responsibilities include praying for and pursuing both corporate health and 
individual holiness. 
 
Members attest that they are willingly covenanting: 

• To submit to the authority of the Scriptures as the final arbiter on all issues (Psalm 
119; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; 2 Peter 1:19-21). 

• To pursue the Lord Jesus Christ through regular Bible reading, prayer, fellowship 
and practice of spiritual disciplines (Luke 18:1; Acts 17:11; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 
Ephesians 5:1-21; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22). 

• To follow the command and example of Jesus by participating in the ordinances 
prescribed to His Church: 

By being baptized by immersion after conversion 
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By regularly remembering and celebrating the person and work of Christ 
through communion. 

• To steward the resources God has given each member, including time, talents, 
spiritual gifts and finances.  This stewardship includes regular financial giving, 
service and participation in community that is sacrificial, cheerful and voluntary 
(Matthew 25:14-30; Romans 12:1-2; 2 Corinthians 8:1-24, 9:1-15; 1 Peter 4:10-11). 

• By God’s grace through the power of the Holy Spirit, to walk in holiness in all areas 
of life as an act of worship to Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:13-16, 4:1-3). 

• Members should strive to put certain attitudes and actions to death while stirring 
and stimulating love and good deeds through the Spirit.  Below are a few examples 
of actions addressed in the Scriptures: 

Members will practice complete chastity unless married and, if married, 
complete fidelity within a heterosexual and monogamous marriage.  
Complete chastity and fidelity means, among other things, that regardless 
of a member’s marital status, such member will pursue purity and abstain 
from sexually immoral practices such as adultery, homosexuality, bestiality, 
premarital sex and pornography (Romans 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 6:15-20, 
10:8; Ephesians 5:3; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; Hebrews 13:4). 

Each member will seek to preserve the gift of marriage and agree to walk 
through the steps of marriage reconciliation at Living Word Baptist Church 
before pursuing divorce from his or her spouse (Matthew 19:1-12; Mark 
10:1-12; Luke 16:18; 1 Corinthians 7:10-11; for the role of the church in the 
process of divorce, see Paul’s concern for the resolution of legal matters 
within the assembly of the church in 1 Corinthians 6). 

Members will refrain from illegal drug use, drunkenness, gossip and other 
sinful behavior as the Bible dictates (Romans 1:28-32, 13:13; Galatians 
5:19-21; Ephesians 5:18; James 3:3-18) 
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• To refrain from such activities that the Scriptures would deem foolish (Romans 
14:14-23). 

• To take seriously the responsibility of Christian freedom, especially actions or 
situations that could present a stumbling block to another (1 Corinthians 8:1-13). 

• To submit to the discipline of God through His Holy Spirit by: 

Following the biblical procedures for church discipline where sin is evident 
in another, the hope of such discipline being repentance and restoration. 

Receiving righteous and loving discipline when approached biblically by 
fellow believers (Psalm 141:5; Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 5:9-13; 
Hebrews 12:5-11). 

• To do the following when the member sins: 

Confess the sin to God and to the fellow believers. 

Repent and seek help to put the sin to death (Romans 8:13; Colossians 3:5; 
James 5:16; 1 John 1:6-10). 

• To submit to the Elder Body and other appointed leaders of the church and 
diligently strive for unity and peace within the church (Ephesians 4:1-3; Hebrews 
13:17; 1 Peter 5:5). 

• To do the following should I leave the church for righteous reasons: 

To notify a member of the Elder Body. 

To seek another church with which I can carry out my biblical 
responsibilities as a believer. 
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STATEMENT OF BASIC BELIEF 
The following Statement of Basic Belief represents the core orthodox beliefs of the 
church from a biblical and historical perspective.  While church members are not 
required to fully understand or articulate all aspects of the Statement of Basic Belief, the 
explicit rejection of any part of it disqualifies one from membership at Living Word Baptist 
Church. 

WE BELIEVE: 

• The Scriptures are true, authoritative and sufficient (Psalm 19:7-11; 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 
Peter 1:20-21) 

• As such, we believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God, without error in the 
original writings, the complete revelation of God’s will for the salvation of men, and the 
divine and final authority for tall Christian faith and life.  When we say inspired and 
without error, we mean we believe this to be verbal, plenary, infallible, and inerrant 
throughout.  We use a grammatical, historical, literal method of understanding God’s 
Word.  Furthermore, complete understanding can only be had by a born again believer 
as led by the Holy Spirit. 

• There is only one God (Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 46:9-10; John 17:3; 1 Corinthians 8:4-6; 
1 Timothy 2:5). 

• The Father is God.  The Son is God.  The Holy Spirit is God.  The Father is neither the 
Son nor the Holy Spirit.  The Son is neither the Father nor the Holy Spirit.  The Holy 
Spirit is neither the Father nor the Son (Genesis 1:26; Psalm 45:6-7; Psalm 110:1; 
Matthew 3:13-17; Matthew 28:17-20; 1 Corinthians 12:4-6). 

• I am, along with all humanity (Christ excluded), by birth and action a sinner (Genesis 
6:5; Psalm 51:5; Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:23; Romans 5:8, 12-21, 7:18; Ephesians 2:1-3). 

• The deserved penalty for sin is death, both physical and spiritual (Genesis 2:15-17; 
Genesis 3:19; Romans 5:12; 6:23; James 1:14-15). 
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• Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, was born of a virgin and is both fully God and 
fully human (Matthew 1:20; Luke 2:52; John 1:1-4, 14; Colossians 1:15-20; Hebrews 1:1-3). 

• Jesus Christ died as my substitute to pay the penalty for my sin (John 1:29; 10:1-18; 
Romans 5:8; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 1:4; 1 Peter 3:18). 

• Jesus Christ physically rose from the dead (Matthew 28:1-20; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-53; 
John 20:1-25; 1 Corinthians 15:12-34). 

• Jesus Christ physically ascended into heaven and will one day physically return (John 
14:3; Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Hebrews 9:28; 1 John 3:2; Revelation 1:7). 

• There will be a future physical resurrection of the dead.  Those who trust in Jesus 
Christ alone will be raised to eternal reward.  Those who have not trusted in Jesus 
Christ will be raised to eternal punishment (Matthew 25:31-46; John 5:28-29; Acts 
24:15). 

• Only by trusting in the person and work of Jesus Christ alone can I be reconciled to 
God and experience true life and joy (John 3:18; 14:6; Acts 4:12; Romans 3:21-26; 1 
Timothy 2:5-6). 

STATEMENT ON MARRIAGE AND SEXUALITY 
It is the biblical position that marriage involves the union of one man and one woman in 
permanent sacred fidelity.  Though various cultures and customs have evolving 
definitions of marriage, it is God alone who has ultimate authority to prescribe and 
describe the marital relationship (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:1-9; Mark 10:10-12). 

Furthermore, sexual intimacy is only properly exercised and pursued within the confines 
of this marital relationship.  Sexual immorality, defined as any sexual activity outside of 
the boundaries of the sacred marital relationship between one man and one woman, is 
clearly and expressly prohibited by the Lord (Matthew 15:19; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 1 
Thessalonians 4:3; Hebrews 13:4). 
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As a consequence, the church regards any and all forms of sexual immorality, including 
adultery, fornication, homosexual behavior, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, 
pornography or even lustful intent toward such, as sin and ultimately unsatisfying. 

Moreover, the church also regards as sinful the intent or desire to surgically alter one’s 
biological sex to a different sex.  Since the body is a creation of God, the church holds 
sexual identity to be biologically determined, and associated gender norms are to be 
observed as appropriate to biblical standards.  Disagreement with one’s biological sex 
only leads to spiritual confusion and emotional chaos (Genesis 1:27; Romans 1:26-32; 1 
Corinthians 6:9-11). 

The gospel provides redemption, cleansing and restoration to all who confess and 
forsake their sin, seeking mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 
6:9-11; Ephesians 2:1-10; Titus 3:3-7). 

Furthermore, there is a difference between temptation and unreported sin.  Jesus was 
tempted in all ways as we are, yet He never sinned.  Members, employees, volunteers and 
attendees of the church wrestling with all manner of sexual temptation will find a church 
ready to point them to Jesus and join with them to fight for their obedience to Christ.  
Jesus called the wary and heavy-laden to Himself.  As a church desiring to follow Christ 
fully, the church will be a safe place for men and women fighting sexual temptations of all 
kinds.  For those fighting temptation and repenting of sin, the church will provide love, 
care and direction (Matthew 11:28-30; 1 Corinthians 10:13; Hebrews 2:17-18; Hebrews 
4:14-16). 

The Church’s Statement on Marriage and Sexuality does not provide grounds for bigotry, 
bullying or hate, as we fully believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, 
kindness, respect and dignity, regardless of his or her lifestyle.  Hateful and harassing 
behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual are to be repudiated as sinful and are 
not in accordance with the Scriptures nor the doctrines of the church.
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